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Melissa Eckhause is an intellectual property attorney and instructor at the Art Institute of Fort Worth.  

The focus of her work is trademark and copyright law as it applies to the arts, fashion, and entertainment 

industries.  Prior to joining the Art Institute, she spent over ten years in private practice at Am Law 150 

firms in Chicago, Cleveland, and Detroit.  Ms. Eckhause has represented music and film producers, 

Fortune 500 companies, start-up ventures, entertainment professionals, and professional athletes.  She 

recently authored, “Is Appropriation Art Ever Appropriate?”.  She also is a member of Women in Film 

and serves on the International Trademark Association Professor Committee.  Additionally, Ms. Eckhause 

is the Vice President of the Board of Directors of Girls on the Run of the DFW Metroplex.  

Ms. Eckhause graduated summa cum laude from the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law where 

she was the health care law symposium editor and title editor of the University of Detroit Mercy Law 

Review.  She earned a B.B.A. in Risk Management with honors from the University of Wisconsin. 

 


