
General Interview Tips 
 
Be Prepared 

• Anticipate possible questions, and practice answers to them. 
• Research the firm before the interview, and prepare questions to ask the interviewers based on 

that research. 
• Know the name of the interviewer(s). 
• Know how to get to the interview.  Use Google Maps, Mapquest, or Yahoo Maps to get driving 

directions, and know how long it will take you to get there. 
• Get a good night’s sleep. 
• Bring extra copies of your resume, transcript, writing sample and references in a portfolio (not 

a backpack or book bag), even if you gave them to the employer with your application. 
 
Look Good 

• Get up in time to take a shower, fix your hair, apply makeup (if applicable), and dress carefully. 
• Dress conservatively, but comfortably. 
• Avoid heavy makeup and trendy or flashy clothes or jewelry. 

 
Be Punctual 

• Try to arrive 15 minutes ahead of time.   
• If you’re early, use the time to freshen up, or bring something to read (make it law-related, 

though!).   
• Be polite to the support staff, but be aware anything you say to them could get back to the 

employer.  Don’t confess anything like the fact that you don’t like the city, or that you are only 
interviewing there because you have friends in town. 

 
Be Aware of Body Language 

• Offer a firm handshake. 
• Stand or sit up straight. 
• Don’t fidget. 
• Use eye contact, but don’t stare. 
• Smile. 

 
Be Enthusiastic 

• Have a positive attitude in the interview. 
• Be friendly, but not casual. 
• Don’t be negative about anything! 
• Sell yourself. 
• Use eye contact and voice expression to your benefit. 

 
Say Thank You 

• At the end of the interview, thank the interviewer for his or her time. 
• Follow up with a brief thank-you note. 

 
 


